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| Wishing you and 
1 your Family a 
| Happy New Year! 

I Lunch Buffet *9, Dinner *12.50 1 
I Fully Licensed-Open 7 days r 


Kidney 

link 


NHS has launched a new program 
to connect dialysis patients. 

Page 3 


End of a 
chapter 

The popular Pulp Comics store is closing 
its doors in the new year. 

Page 16 
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Frank Ruzycki 

THE #1 HOME SELLER 

Po rt Colborne/Wdinfleet-U Years in a Ro w) 
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Sparks fly at Port High 



ALLAN BENNER/QMI 

AGENCY NIAGARA 

Grade 11 Port 
Colborne High 
School welding 
student Justin 
Nisbett was 
one of about 22 
students from 
four Niagara 
high schools 
vying for their 
Canadian 
Welding Bureau 
certification. 
It's a step 
towards going 

apprenticeship 
in an industry 
where the 
students could 
earn more than 
$100,000 a 
year. Students 
from South 

Beamsville 
and Eastdale 
secondary 
schools also 
participated in 
the testing. 
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UP 


■ HEALTH 


Province putting limits on e-cigarettes 
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■ HEALTH: NHS launches online community for people undergoing dialysis 

Kidney patients get connected 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Four times a week, Kirsten 
Ernesaks walks into the St. 
Catharines hospital and set¬ 
tles in for three hours of treat- 

It's a routine she has devel- 
oped over the past three 

Though the facilities have 
changed in that time, many of 
the faces in the neighbouring 
beds of the dialysis unit are 
the same. 




aW That led to a feeling of iso- 







Cindy Bryson, the outpatient 
kidney care program manager 
in St Catharines. 

“We’re keen on having the 
patients help us to identify 
improvements that can be 

There are up to 180 dialysis 
patients on a weekly basis in 
St. Catharines. About 45 have 
joined the online community 

With the program off the 
ground, the challenge now 
becomes raising awareness, 
said Bryson. 
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■ MUSIC: Port Colborne singer releases debut CD 


1^1j 

THE 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

A TRULY OUTSTANDING 

SHOPPING EXPERIENCE 

SUPPLIED PHOTO 

Port Colborne singer/songwriter Sarah Boulton Is hosting a free concert at 

Riverstone Event Centre in Welland on Monday, Dec. 29 to celebrate the launch of 
her debut album, Undefined. 

Health scare 
prompts leap 
toward dream job 

MARYANNE FIRTH of me. I wanted to let it out, but I couldn't. 

QMI Agency Niagara It was horrible.” 

Sarah Boulton isn’t ready for Plan B. 

She knows her dreams are risky, but it’s w iH ranoe Hark * h p f 

LtdTmt^ Singer/SOngWrlterfeeISShe 8 Tl“e r S e ne^ g etbacktomy 

The Port 6olborne native set out to M potential,” she said 
year of^rockLImVeretiy’s'concurrent she promised herself she woid set Plari 

Cd Buftt n n P o 0g rL ra l 0 haddifflcultv “ 

findinghappiness hi the classroom. * Boston has released her debut album, 

“I had always wanted to be a musician, Undefined. 
but was encouraged to do Plan B first,” , s a n y^ e a ^ cor ^ 1 P 11 ® ft y nei “- 1 
shesaidfromher lakeside city home. atays wanted to have that finished prod- 

Then a health scare in early 2014 u *’. f. e said of the acoustic-style album, 

helped Boulton realize that if she was " hlcdls flUe ( d mth P ersonal Sections 
ever going to nursue her nassion it had from ±e P ast Y ear - 
to hp now P P ' The CD is now in the hands of about 

T , cincTPr W cc ctrurV „nt>. a nartim, 75 college radio stations across the coun- 
. , , , r i 0 „ m „ 5+{o w try, a handful of which, including Brock, 

Sletp^foTmSf 116 " 1161 SveaddedBoulton'ssongstot^eiron- 

^ZiAsbefotuo^deveTmS Undefined can be purchased on fflmes 
sound when I sang. Everything was so or by contacting Boulton through her 
swollen," she said. websiteatwww.sarahboulton.com. 

The inability to sing left Boulton feeling maryanne.firth@sunmedia.ca 

^"Itwas like something was stuck inside Twitter: @mfirthTribune 

SOLID WOOD 
LEATHERS • UPHOLSTERY 

BUM'S 

^Furniture £Tashiom 

SINCE 1954 

255 Bunting Rd., St. Catharines 

905-684-9414 

Open Wed. Dec 31 st 9am - 3pm, Fri. Jan 2nd 9am - 8pm, 

Sat. Jan 3rd 9:30am - 5pm, Sun. Jan 4th 11 - 4pm 

www.dunnsfurniture.ca 
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FACEB00K 


Falls Checks In at No.l 


TONY RICCIUTO 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Niagara Falls is No. 1. 

A few Toronto locations are on 
the list as are the Calgary Zoo and 
the Capilano Suspension Bridge 
in Vancouver. 

The list, which was released by 
Facebook, shows Niagara Falls as 
the top Checked In location in 
Canada in 2014. 

The Rogers Centre came in sec¬ 
ond and Ripley's Aquarium of 
Canada placed third on the list of 
12 top places. 

Niagara Falls Mayor lim Dio- 
dati, who is active on social 
media, said he is pleased, but not 
surprised the city received top 
billing. 

“Whenever I talk to people 
from Toronto, the United States or 
from anywhere, they think of Nia- 
gara Falls as something of a play¬ 
ground and a place to have fun for 
all ages,” said Diodati. “Something 
like that on Facebook doesn’t sur¬ 
prise me at all. We are far enough 
for people to get out of Dodge, but 


it's close enough and affordable." 

For people who are not famil¬ 
iar with the Checked In fea¬ 
ture on Facebook, this is how it's 
described by its help centre. 

“When someone is on a 
smartphone, they can ena¬ 
ble location services and share 
where they are by checking 
into a location. To check in 
to a location, from your News 
Feed, tap Check In. Select the 
location where you are from 
the list of nearby places. If you 
don’t see your location, type 
the name of the place you're at 
into the search box. Write an 
operational description of what 
you're doing. You can also tag 
your friends at your location. 
Tap Post to share.” 

Diodati said he is on Facebook 
every day, but he has never used 
that feature. 

“I'm constantly chronicling 
my visits, my ribbon cuttings and 
my visitations, but I don’t get as 
involved because there are so 
many applications and things 


that you can do. They are neat, but 
quite honestly I just don’t have 
the time to participate in them,” 
said Diodati. 

Lori Lococo, who used social 
media when she ran for Niagara 
Falls city council during the Octo¬ 
ber municipal election, said she 
hasonlyusedtheCheckln feature 
a few times. She said she believes 
it is used mainly by younger peo¬ 
ple as a way to stay in touch with 
friends. 

“I don’t use it on a regular basis, 
but sometimes if I'm at an event 
and it comes up I might do it, but 
not very often,” said Lococo, who 
has more than 3,000 friends on 
Facebook. 

During her campaign, she 
used a feature called “Where’s 
Lori Now” that would show her 
attending meetings or special 
events in the community. If that 
group or organization had its own 
Facebook page, she would share 

tony.ricciuto@sunmedia.ca 



FACEBOOK’S TOP ‘CHECKED IN’ 
CANADIAN LOCATIONS IN 2014 


1. Niagara Falls 

2. Rogers Centre 

3. Ripley's Aquarium of Canada 

4. Canada's Wonderland 

5. The Toronto Zoo 

6. Whistler Blackcomb 


7. CN Tower /La Tour 

8. The Calgary Zoo 

9. Metro Toronto Convention Centre 

10. Banff Lake Louise Tourism 

11. Centre Bell 

12. Capilano Suspension Bridge Park 



□ THEATRE 


Shaw names new 
communications manager 



started at Shaw Media in January of 
this year. 

Earlier this year, she completed 
a four-month term as professor in 
the English and liberal arts depart¬ 
ment of Seneca College. 

Hughes has an honours BA in 
both drama and English from 
Queen's University. 


“Laura has a passion for Cana¬ 
dian theatre," said Valerie Taylor, 
the Shaw Festival's director of mar- 

adding Hughes will be "a valuable 
asset to the Shaw Festival and our 


Yazbeck worked in Shaw's public 
relations department for 25 years. 
Shaw's executive director, Elaine 
Calder, will retire after next season, 
and 2016 will be the final season for 
artistic director Jackie Maxwell. 

john.law@sunmedia.ca 
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□ PUBLISHING: One of Canada’s most successful kids’ book writers still calls St. Davids home 


The two worlds of author Jon Klassen 



ONTARIOrGwER FestivalLights 

GENERATION I Niagara falls * Ontario * Canada 


Events This Weekend 


Zero Gravity Circus 
Strolling Entertainers 

Fireworks over the Falls 
Presented by MLLSVIEW 


I 

|Pj 

Fri, Sat & Sun 

6:00 - 9:00 pm at Mowat Gate 
& Edgewaters Restaurant 

Friday 
at 9:00 pm 


„,JS . -Bi 

Tel: 905-374-1616 x 226 • wfol.com 
































8 ■ INPORT NEWS ■ THURSDAY, JANUARY 1,2015 

LOCALNEWS 



NPCA board members 



During its final meeting of the year, 
the Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authority board honoured its members 
not returning in 2015. 

Each was presented with a custom- 
crafted pen carved from the wood of 
Pelham's Comfort Maple, considered 
to be the oldest sugar maple tree 
in Canada. The wood was collected 
through routine maintenance and 
pruning. 

Those not returning are Debbie 
Zimmerman, former Grimsby regional 
councillor; Trevor Easton, former at- 
large citizen appointee for Grimsby; 
Dennis Dick, former Niagara-on-the- 
Lake councillor; David Eke, former 


Niagara-on-the-Lake lord mayor; Bob 
Steckley, former Fort Erie councillor; 
and former Welland mayor Barry 

Award nominees sought 

Welland's MPP Cindy Forster is looking 
for women and girls who are making a 
difference in their communities. 

She is encouraging Welland riding 
residents to submit nominations for 
the Leading Women Leading Girls 
Building Communities Recognition 
Program. The deadline for nominations 
is Jan. 16. 

"I am honoured to have the 
opportunity to recognize women across 
the Welland riding who are dedicated to 
community service and inspiring others," 
Forster said in a media release. 

The competition includes categories 
for women 18 years and older, and for 
girls under 18. 

Nomination forms can be downloaded 
from www.cindyforster.ca, or by calling 
constituency assistant Mike Haines at 
905-732-6884 or e-mailing Forster at 
cforster-co@ndp.on.ca. 

Forster will forward nominations to the 
minister responsible for women’s issues 
for consideration. 



Port Colborne 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC MEETING 


TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the City 
of Port Colborne will hold a public meeting on the 12 th day of 
January, 2015, at 6:30 P.M., in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall, 66 Charlotte Street, Port Colborne, in order to consider a 
proposed Tree By-law and User Fees. 


PURPOSE AND EFFECT - The proposed By-law is being 
created to deal with trees on public and private property that 
may pose a threat to the public’s safety. The By-law will regulate 
the planting, trimming, and removal of trees if required and 
will include procedures, notices, application forms as well as 
establishing user fees. 


ANY PERSON may submit written comments prior to the meeting 
or attend the public meeting and make verbal representation at 
the time of the meeting. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION is contained in Council Report 
No. 2015-02, “Proposed Tree By-law” available on the City’s 
website at www.portcolborne.ca or during regular office hours 
from the Clerk’s Division at City Hall. 


Ashley Grigg, 

City Clerk 

66 Charlotte Street 

Port Colborne, ON L3K3C8 


Sherry Hanson 
Senior Municipal Law 
Enforcement Officer 


905-835-2901 ext 210 


■ CHARITY 



SUPPLIED PHOTO 

From left: former NHLers Steve Ludzik and Chuck McShane, Hotel Dieu Shaver CEO Jane Rufrano, MP Rick 
Dykstra, former NHLer Rick Vaive, Parkinson’s patient Shawn Duff and the United Way's Eric Lamotse. 

Parkison’s clinic gets 
boost from ex-NHLers 



More than $130,000 flowed to the 
Hotel Dieu Shaver's rehab centre for 
Parkinson's disease from two charity 
events spearheaded by local hockey 
legends. 

During a recent news conference 
at the Hotel Dieu Shaver, the United 
Way of St. Catharines and District, 
along with St. Catharines MP Rick 
Dykstra, gave the Steve Ludzik Cen¬ 
tre $50,000 of the more than $180,000 
raised during the annual Hockey 
Night in St Catharines game. 

Dykstra said the rest of the money 


to the United Way. 

Ludzik and Rick Vaive — both 


former National Hockey League 
players—presented the centre with 
$85,311 raised during Ludzy's Golf 
Tournament and Roast events that 


hockey game. Ludzik himself has 
Parkinson's disease. 


"Our goal, our long-term goal 
really, is to raise enough money so 
the clinic can run for a few years and 
expand" its work, said Vaive. "We 
have to build to that slowly, but that 


The Steve Ludzik Centre provides 
a six-week program aimed at improv¬ 
ing the physical abilities of Parkin- 


release, the centre "assists clients to 
identify goals related to improving 
depression and/or anxiety, strength¬ 
ening their voice, improving bowel 
and bladder control and increase 


Although the centre is housed at 
the Shaver's facilities on Glenridge 
Ave., it is funded through private 
donations. 


Hotel Dieu Shaver CEO Jane 
Rufrano said it costs about $85,000 
annually to run the clinic, which 
treated 47 people last year. 

Rufrano said while she supports 
the goal of expanding the clinic to 
treat more patients, the more imme¬ 
diate goal should be to improve its 
waiting list, which is currently at 
about three years. 

"If you are a person struggling 
with Parkinson’s disease, waiting 
three years isn't really acceptable," 

"So while we want to expand the 
clinic, maybe we don't do that right 
now but find a way to reduce the 
length of that waiting list" 

For more information or to donate 
to the clinic, go online to wwwJiotel- 
dieushaverfoundation.com 
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: SUCCESS STORY: Falls man who lost both of his legs an 'inspiration' for personal trainer 

‘Make the best 
of what you got’ 




Get breaking news as it happens^ 


Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 


msm j 
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□ RICK JEANNERET: Legendary Sabres announcer bounces back from cancer 

‘There were some dark times’ 


QMI Agency Niagara 

For long-suffering Buffalo Sabres fans, 
It felt like overkill. A gut punch after 
another wasted year. 

The Sabres had just finished their mis¬ 
erable 2013/14 season in last place with a 
21-51-5 record. It was already going to be 
a long summer. 

And then came the news in July: The 
team’s legendary play-by-play man Rick 
Jeanneret had throat cancer. 


The man whose voice accompanied 
generations of Sabres fans had been feel¬ 
ing a sore throat throughout the spring. 



know at that time what it was. So they 
put me in the hospital to have a biopsy 

And that’s when his world changed. 

“He said it’s big ... the size of a golf 
ball.” 

Even worse, it was his throat. Of all 
things for a radio announcer. Jeanneret 
can’t even remember his reaction. 

"I stopped at 'throat cancer.’ I 
didn’t hear anything after that.” 

That's when his wife Sandra took 
charge. She wrote down what had to be 
done, then made sure he did it. 


"I think we both had an idea (what it 
was),’’ she says. "We were halfway pre- 
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0 COLUMN: Tony’s Desk 


Fun way to track your money 
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REGION: Petrowski, Gale say they’ll look for ways to save money ■ POLITICS 

Shakeup on the police board Top cop filed complaint 


ROB HOULE Petrowski said he will keep 



Tuesday: 4:30-10:00 
Wed.to Sat: 11:30 -10:00 

905 - 834-6000 

The Old Railway Station, 265 King St., 
PortColborne,0N. 
www.thesmokinbuddha.com 


Niagara Falls Mayor Jim RAY SPITERI 




As for his council col¬ 
leagues on the board, Gale 
said: “We have three council¬ 
lors coming in who are more 
cost conscious than you have 
ever seen.” 

reached for comment. 

McGuire said he had a 
“great relationship” working 
with the previous board, and 



ties, serving about 430,000 
residents and an estimated 15 
million visitors annually. 

ray.spiteri@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @RaySpiteri 
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on service 


When the electricity fails.. 

how will you be AFFECTED ? 




€ 


i 


Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd. 

All Types of Electrical Installation 
Pole Line Installation & Aerial Bucket Thick Service 

Call: 905-899-2373 • Fax: 905-899-2383 


SHERK 




"Lumber merchants since 1810" 
333 Davis Street 

(next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne, ON L3K 1Z5 

Phone:905-834-4541 
905-834-5100 


IEE DESIGN AND QUOTATION SERVICE 
)N FACTORY ASSEMBLED CABINETS. 
INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 






SERVICE I UPGRADES I REPAIRS I USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne ; graham@scccomputers.com 

905 - 834-6333 www.scccomputers.com 



BOB REID WE SERVICE ALL 1 

Heating & Air Conditioning 

goTTezTvar MAKES & MODELS! , 




905 - 732-2111 

125 East Main Street, Welland, Ontario 


Reach Over 
20,000 Readers! 

WITH YOUR MESSAGE 
IN THIS SPACE 

For Only $20°° Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.260 


J.SNEEK PLUMBING 


RENOVATIONS/ADDITIONS 
WATER BACKUP SYSTEMS 
FULLY INSURED/GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP 
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■ HEALTH: Goal is quicker diagnosis so patients can stay in Ontario 

Province developing anti-Lyme disease plan 
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* Classifieds 

inportnewsxa/classifieds 










Canadian Record 


res from'ffome! 


CRIMINAL RECORD? 


SUPPORT PROGRAMS 
WORK WITH YOUR MONEY. 


Canadian 

Cancer 

Society 


Societe 
canadienne 
du cancer 


1 888 939-3333 
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From Your 


Gourmet 
Soup or 
Chili 

9 Varieties to 

285 g/IOoz 
Sold Individually 



St. Catharines 210 Glendale Ave. 905-682-3121 Niagara Falls 6225 Thorold Stone Rd. 905-354-0186 

St. Catharines 353 Lake St. 905-646-8812 Grimsby 36 Main St. E. 905-945-9400 

St. Catharines 100 Fourth Ave. 905-682-6328 _ Welland 30 Rice Rd. 905-735-6819 

Visit mmmeatshops.com for individual store hours. E SQK3 


a STORE CLOSING: Pop culture mecca shutting its doors 



MIKE DIBATHSTA/QMI AGENCY NIAGARA 


Pulp Comics owner Paul Tappay will be closing the doors after almost six years on 
Queen St. in downtown Niagara Falls. 


Pulp Comics packs it in 


JOHN LAW 

QMI Agency Niagara 


Downtown Niagara Falls' cornerstone 
for pop culture will be closing early in the 

Patrons of Pulp Comics received the 
bad news from owner Paul Tappay that 
his five-and-a-half year old shop on the 
corner of Queen St. and Crysler Ave. will 
soon be shutting its doors. 

"There's only so much hobby money 
to go around," says Tappay, citing the 
increased competition from Big B Com¬ 
ics on Lundy's Lane and box stores like 
Walmart now selling graphic novels. 
"When you start saturating the market 
with options, that piece of the pie you're 
used to getting inevitably will change." 

Niagara Falls was unique in that it had 
three comic book shops (The Neutral 
Zone, Big B, Pulp Comics). Tappay^ busi¬ 
ness started small in a space next to the 
Hair Lover's Place salon on Queen St., 
then three years ago moved two blocks 
up the street to the former Poptones and 
Ed Spera Gallery building. 

spread across two floors, allowed Pulp 
Comics to expand into gaming and other 
collectibles. A mural of comic book char¬ 
acters was painted on the side, making it 


The store's success led Tappay to co¬ 
found the Niagara Falls Comic Con, 
which is now one of the city's biggest 


ture in the city," he says. "If it wasn’t for 
Pulp Comics, the Niagara Falls Comic 
Con wouldn't have happened." 

But Tappay has noticed four to five 

and made the difficult decision to stop 
purchasing inventory. He's hoping for a 
single buyer to absorb his stock, but if not 
will have a series of sales until at least the 
end of January. 

Moving to another location would 
require more capital for a new space, and 


he would open in the dead zone of Janu¬ 
ary or February. 

"As any retail person will tell you, 
they're the worst two months of the 

Closing Pulp will be especially emo¬ 
tional for Tappay since it's the busi¬ 
ness his father Garry funded as thanks 
for donating half his liver to him, which 
helped save his life in 2009. 

"That was the hardest conversation, 
talking to my dad about it," he says. 

Leaving Queen St. behind will also be 
hard, as Tappay has long been one of the 
street's biggest supporters. He plans to 
rent a small space on the street so that he 
can remain on its board of directors. 

"Inevitably, it feels bad that I'm leav¬ 
ing right after Cupolo's closed," he says. 
"People love to pile on Queen St. Nothing 
more fun than kicking somebody when 
they're down." 

Tappay's life has completely changed 
since he opened the business. He got mar¬ 
ried in September, and supporting a new 
family factored into his decision to close 
the store. He plans on seeking a sales posi¬ 
tion and contribute to the community, pos¬ 
sibly with the humane society (he recently 
lost both his dogs). 

"I'm the Comic Book Guy... it's tied into 

tacts, the networks, the friendships I've 
made to continue to give back to the com¬ 
munity. I love Niagara Falls and want to be 
a part of it" 

Downtown BIA chairman Phil Ritchie 
ing in a tough sector" 

overall is declining, comic book venues 
have increased in Niagara, and the ever 

this space." 

He's confident a newtenant for the space 
will be secured. 

"It's important that we celebrate our 
many openings and expansions as much 
as we mourn when a business closes." 

john.law@sunmedia.ca 






































